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DETAILED ACTION 



This is a first office action for serial number 10/659615, entitled Dome kit, 
structure and method, filed on September 10. 2003. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a), The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the plurality of 
components and hardware components of claim 1; the lower ring sections of claim 2; 
and, the rib support members of claim 4; must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from 
the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Con^ected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made, to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement 
Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of 
the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
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— be notified and infQ !Tne.d_of_any_required-coiTective-actlon-in-the-next-Q 
objection to the drawings will not be held In abeyance. 

The applicant is advised to review the claims and assure that all of the limitations 
are shown within the drawings, and the claim terminology coincide with the drawings 
and disclosure. Until further clarification is made In regards to the above limitations, the 
examiner will Interpret them accordingly. 

Specification 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction 
of the following is required: within claim 1 . the plurality of components is unclear, is this 
supposed to be the splice assembly, the adjoining gusset, or another part of the 
invention? The hardware components of claim 1 , are unclear as well, is this supposed 
to be the steel bolts, nuts, washers, splice plate or another part of the invention? The 
lower ring sections of claim 2, and the rib support members of claim 4 is unclear as to 
what exactly they are supposed to be. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 3. 4 and 10 are objected to because of the following informalities: both of 
claims 3 and 4 have the claim limitation, "can be". It is considered to be unclear 
terminology in terms of whether or not the limitations following the phrase are actually 
part of the invention or not. In regards to claim 10, it has been held that to be entitled to 
weight in method claims, the recited structural limitations therein must affect the method 
in a manipulative sense, and not to amount to the mere claimin g of a u se of a partlniii^r 
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structure ^Appropriate_correctron-is-requtred.-Until-thenr-the-examiner-[n^ 
claims accordingly. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particulariy pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 2. 4 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112. second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 2 recites the limitation "the components" in line 1. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim.. It is unclear if these components are the 
hardware components, or the plurality of components, and since those are not clearly 
defined, the examiner will interpret them to the best of her ability. 

Claim 4 recites the limitation "the ring sections" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. It is unclear if these ring sections are 
the lower ring sections, ring sections of the compression ring, inner ring or outer ring, 
and since those are not cleariy defined, the examiner will interpret them to the best of 
her ability. 

Regarding claim 8, the phrase "and/or" renders the claim(s) indefinite because 
the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by 
"and/or"); thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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IheJollowingjs_a-quotation-of-the-appropriate-paragraph~s-of-35-U:S;e:-102-that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
States °" ^'^ "^'^ P"® year Prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

Claims 1-5, 7 and 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(bj as being anticipated 
by DeGarie. US Patent # 6,324.792. 

DeGarle discloses the claimed invention a kit for use In forming a dome structure, 
comprising a compression ring (64 - column 5, lines 45-46). a plurality of components 
(76 - figure 4) that are configured to be assembled into a lower ring (32) that is larger 
than the compression ring (64 - figure 9) and configured to be located below and in 
spaced relation to the compression ring (figure 10), a plurality of ribs (66. 60) that are 
configured to be connected with and to extend between the lower ring (32) and the 
compression ring (64). the ribs each having a predetermined shape such that when 
connected with and extending between the lower ring and the compression ring, provide 
a structural system with a dome shaped appearance (figure 10), and hardware 
components (68. 72. 74); the components (76) configured to be assembled into a lower 
ring (32) comprise lower ring sections (where 32 points to In figure 1), each of which 
includes inner (attached figure 2) and outer ring parts (at 46) joined together at 
predetermined locations, and splice components (68): the compression ring includes rib 
mounting flanges (attached figure 2) at predetermined locations on the compression 
ring; a plurality of rib support members (attached figures 2 and 3) are fixed to the ring 
.sections-(64-or-32-via-76-or-68)-at-predetermined-locations;-the-rib-suppb^^ 



Application/Control Number: 10/659,615 Paae6 
Art Unit: 3635 

(attached fi g ures 2 and 3 )_comprise,angle-mefnbefs-fixed-to-portions-of-the-lower ring- 



sections (via 60 and 62); a method of fomiing a dome shaped structural system, 
comprising the steps of a. providing a compression ring (64), b. providing a lower ring 
(32) with a larger but similar shape to the compression ring (64 - figure 9), c. providing 
a plurality of ribs (66. 60), d. positioning the compression ring (64) in relation to the 
lower ring (32 - column 5. lines 44-46). e. connecting the ribs (66, 60) with the lower 
ring (32) and the compression ring (64) to form a dome shaped structural system (figure 
.10). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following Is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejecUons set forth in this Office action: 

Claims 3 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
DeGarie in view of Peter, US Patent # 4,357,782. 

DeGarie discloses the claimed invention as stated above in claim 1, except for 
the compression ring and ring sections are fbnned of metal, and the ribs are fomied of 
wood. Although DeGarie does not state that his frame wort< Is of metal. It appears to be 
of some l^ind of metal material by the drawings. Peter teaches that it is known in the art 
to provide sheet metal steel profiles and a compression dome with steel anchors and 
wood ribs (column 1 , lines 39-40, column 2. lines 27. 51-53. 58-59). It would have been 
obvious-to-one-having-ordin-aTy^Rlinn-the art at the time the invention was made to 
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provide the metal profiles and w ood_ribs_of,the-compression-dome-as-taught-by-Peter- 
with the dome structure of DeGarie in order to provide s roof fomi and reinforcement 
ribs with wood and timber elements which are tension resistant and compression 
resistant (column 1 , lines 52-56). 

Conclusion ^ 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christy M Green whose telephone number is 703-308- 
9693. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Carl Friedman can be reached on 703-308-0839. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomiation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner 
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